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Juxtaposed between the Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats is a unique piece of land popularly known as South 
Kanara. Mangalore, the district headquarters of Dakshina Kannada, has been a trading center for several centuries. It 
was, since the early period of the Christian era till the end of the 14th century, the capital of the Alupa rulers. From 
the 14th to 16th centuries the area came under the governance of Vijayanagar dynasty. But the strongest influence 
was that of the Portuguese, who arrived on the coast in the 15th century. They opened a factory for trade and 
brought with them the Roman Catholic religion too. Conquered by Hyder Ali in 1763, Mangalore became the chief 
port of Mysore. When Tippu Sultan’s Fort fell to the British in 1799, they made it the district headquarters of the 
Kanara. With an important port, this once coastal town has become a bustling commercial center. Yet it preserves its 
old world charm, with coconut palms, quaint houses with terracotta tiled roofs, temples, churches and beautiful 
beaches. 
 
The land of South Kanara is highly fertile with occasional floods spreading fertile soil along the riverbanks. 
Business exports and shipbuilding are the forte of South Kanara since the time of legendary Boothala Pandya. The 
linguistic and communal harmony of the land drew its inspiration from the rich cultural heritage of this land. Swamy 
Narayan Guru chose this land to spread his message among the depressed classes. 
 
The area under South Kanara’s jurisdiction is called as Tulunadu and Tulu language forms an important medium of 
communication. This language belongs to Dravidian group of languages and is spoken in southern coastal region of 
South Kanara dominant from Kundapur in north to Kasargod in south. 
The origin name of the town Mangalore seems to be Mangalapura and it is ancient as at least 8th century. This name 
Mangalapura appears quite frequently in epigraphs even until 14th century A.D. A portion of Mangalpura is known 
as ‘Kodiala’. At present whole of Mangalore town is known as ‘Kodial’ or ‘Kudla’. 
 
Mangalore is situated on the backwaters formed by convergent mouths of Netravathi and Gurupur rivers; 
consequently it has waters on south and west sides. It is 350 Kms. west of Bangalore and 1026 Kms south of 
Bombay. It is a delightful place, sufficiently undulating and has abundant groves of areca nut and coconut palms. 
 
Food Habits: As rice is the staple food and fish is available in plenty, rice and fish curry is popular among Non-
Vegetarians. People usually eat Boiled rice and the culinary skills of South Kanara are recognized worldwide. 
Though of late meals are served on dining tables, there is still practice of sitting down on the floor and eating in 
plantain leaf. Among other special dishes, Kori Rotti, Masala Dosa, Neer Dosa, Tuppa Dosa, Goli Baje, Semige, 
Pathrode etc. are important. Varieties of pickles, happala, sandige, which can be preserved for a longer duration, are 
unique to this region. 
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Dhakshina Kannada contributing to India’s incredibility with a babble of 
Languages and Culture: Tulu, Kannada, Konkani and Malayalam: commingle 
in the salty air and give a distinct sense of otherness to this land. At the 
Confluence of rivers Nethravathi and Phalguni, sheltered by the soaring 
Western Ghats and thick forests, it is rich in culture and steep in history of its 
own. Kambala – the magical race on slush tracks with a pair of Buffaloes and 
a Man. Bootha Kola< B> – a ritual worship; Yakshagana – a fabulous 
costumed dance and drama enables you to walk through the living traditions 
and relive the timeless past. Pristine beaches, fiery cuisines and famous 
temples make it a much sought after tourist destination. Experience the 
beautiful sands, explore the hills and treasure the memories of the paradise 
visited. Tulunadu with its cosmopolitan outlook and people with varied faiths 
beckon visitors to this beautiful land of Blues and Greens. 
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Area: 4866 Sq. Kms. 
Population: 18,96,403 (2001 Census) 
Location: Located between 12 deg 57 min & 13 deg 50 min North Latitude 
and 74 deg & 75 deg 50 min East Latitude. 
Climate: June – November – Max. 28 deg Centigrade Min. 26 deg Centigrade 
December – May – Max. 34 deg Centigrade Min. 32 deg Centigrade 
Average Rainfall: 3875 mm. (Mostly in the months of June – September) 
Best time to visit: October to May 
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By Air:  Bajpe Airport (22 Kms. From Mangalore city) 
By Rail:  Two Railway Stations of Mangalore viz., Kankanady and Mangalore City connect it to major cities of 
India. 
By Road: Excellent Bus connections to Mangalore with Bangalore and major towns and cities of Karnataka and 

neighboring states. 
 

Distances from Mangalore (In Kms.) Distances from Mangalore to Taluk Headquarters 
Bangalore (Via Hassan) – 361 
Belgaum – 487 
Bellary – 435 
Bidar (via Hubli) – 805 
Bijapur (Via Hubli) – 585 
Chickmagalur – 155 
Chitradurga – 318 
Gulbarga (Via Bijapur0 – 693 
Hassan – 176 
Karwar – 274 
Madikeri – 139 
Mysore – 261 
Panaji (Goa) – 385 
Shimoga – 256 
Udupi – 58 

Bantwal – 24 Kms 
Puttur – 48 Kms 
Belthangady – 60 Kms 
Sullia – 80 Kms 
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Mangalore - A class apart 
  
Deriving its name from Mangaladevi, venerable deity of one of the oldest temples in the city, Mangalore presents a 
perfect portrait of religious harmony through its renowned churches, temples and mosques representing a populace 
which is a cohesive entity formed of four major religions – Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Jainism. The St. 
Aloysius chapel with its famed paintings by Moschemi, an Italian Jesuit is a popular tourist spot by art lovers. The 
Jumma masjid at Ullal is one of the oldest mosques in the country. Within Mangalore are situated the famed temples 
of Mangaladevi, Kadri and Kudroli. And then, there are various easily accessible pilgrim venues thronged by 
visitors from across the country. This impressive list includes Sri Krishna temple at Udupi, Kolluru Mookambika 
temple, Durga Parameshwari temple at Kateel and Manjunatheshwara temple of Dharmasthala. Moodbidri in 
Karkala has its own brand of fame in the form of Jain Basadis and the gigantic monolith of Lord Bahubali. 
  

  

The regions rich culture and eventful history is reflected in the ancient forts and other edifices of religious and 
historical importance. Its uniqueness is reflected in its rich economic experience, innovative forays in the field of 
literature, linguistic co-existence, distinct socio-religious mosaic and the specialties of its artistic, cultural and folk 
traditions. 

Mangalore finds itself at the center of a number of pilgrimage hallmarks that rank among the most notably visit-
worthy places of the country, while housing distinctive beauty spots both natural and man-made. The majestically 
verdant stretch of Western Ghats offers itself as a Trekker’s paradise with abundant natural trails dotted with 
beautiful waterfalls and other attractive venues. In the velvety mountainous folds is tucked the Kudremukh reserve 
forest, providing extensive opportunity to view diverse wild life in all its natural glory. 

Undoubtedly, the pristine beaches of Mangalore that form its Westside border lend this coastal gem its attractive 
sheen. Thannirbhavi, Panambur, Kaup, and Malpe offer themselves as the best spots to view spectacular sunsets, 
with Surathkal and Kaup taking the experience to new heights with their well maintained lighthouses atop 
adventurous rocks. In many places the sea and rivers run adjacent to each other turning such places into ones of 
unmatched scenic charm, the most noted of this being Ullal, Thannirbhavi and Maravanthe. 

For those on the lookout for relaxed evenings fanned by a balmy breeze, parks of Kadri and Tagore Park, along with 
Pilikula Nisargadhama will definitely find favor. 
Crowned with the fame of being the ‘Cradle of Banking’, Mangalore is the birthplace of 5 major banks. The city has 
also earned the nationwide merit for its excellent range of educational institutions and outstanding health services. 
Mangalore plays host to India’s ninth largest cargo handling port as well as mega industrial ventures of Mangalore 
Refinery and Petrochemicals (MRPL), Mangalore Chemicals and Fertilizers (MCF) and Kudremukh Iron Ore 
Company (KIOCL). Software giants like Infosys and Mphasis have setup branches in this thriving town. 

Mangalore and the people itself are shaped by the rich cultural heritage that can lay claim to many unique art forms 
exclusively Manglorean. Yakshagana (folk dance, drama), Hulivesha (Tiger dance), Kambala (Buffalo race) and 
Korida Katta (Cock Fighting) are some of the popular entertainment modes that sets Mangalore far apart from the 
ordinary. 

The cuisine of Mangalore offers rich variety of dishes innovately crafted from rice and coconut, the main 
agricultural products of the region. Kori-rotti of the Bunt community, Dali-thove of the Konkani community, Sanna-
Dukra maas of Catholics and Biryani of Muslims of Mangalore have firmly established themselves as gourmets 
favorites. 

  

  



Yakshagana: The YAKSHAGANA, a form of rich folk dance – drama is an 
unsurpassed way of exhibiting the themes taken from the epics. Though it can 
be regarded as a form of folk art, it is far more comprehensive, illuminating 
and trustworthy than any other form of folk art. Over the ages, Yakshagana 
has been the vehicle of arts, culture and didactic instruction in the rural areas. 
 
The term ‘gana’ signifies music and as such Yakshagana means a particular 
style of music, with characteristics of its own, distinct from the other two 
types Indian music, Hindustani and Karnataka. In course of time, plays in this 
style came to be known as ‘Yakshagana Prasangas’.  

Costumes and Makeup: Yakshagana, as a medium of presenting the religious appeal through the depiction of 
various events, from the epics like Mahabharata and Ramayana, includes the characters that we never come across in 
real life. The Gods, divinities, demons, avatars or the incarnation of Gods and Goddesses, takes the viewer to a 
distinct dream world. The costumes and makeup are the creations of the creative genius, which totally leads the 
viewer on real life like imagination. The mythological characters are depicted with elaborate costumes and makeup.  

 

A few Categories on types of costumes and makeup can be classified as, 

·  Valiant heroes or warriors like Karna, Arjuna, Gods and God incarnates 
which depict great battles fought and deeds of honor 

·  Characters such as Indra, Gaya etc. too valiant, quite often flamboyant, 
vain or even silly 

·  Rakshasas and Rakshasis (Demons) who signify strength, valor etc. but 
evil and cruel by nature. More often they are personalities which strike 
terror into the hearts of people 

·  Gods and Goddesses who take up destructive roles in order to crush 
evils and sin, when everyone else has failed to control the evil like 
Durga, Chandi, and Narasimha etc. 

·  Intermediate characters, which are beasts in, shape but very human in 
nature like Hanuman, Vali, and Janbava etc. 

·  Sages, Gurus and Brahmins 
·  Hasyagara (Hanumanayaka) who appears mostly as a servant or 

messenger and is a person of mundane realistic garb. 

Headgears consist of crowns particularly built up mundasas, or turbans. These crowns are made of wood set which 
rich decorative materials consisting of bits of mirror and gold/silver paper. The crown is a symbol of sovereignty 
and normally all kings wear them. There is a second type of crown worn by demonical roles, which is large in size 
and having different decorative patterns consisting of Gold foil, a colored plate disc in front along with ear 
ornaments. It may be remembered that large number of headgears like the Rakshasa are quite heavy to carry. It is 
extremely difficult to carry these weights and intricate dance movements. 

Many Yakshagana performances are staged in open air during the night and are also recognized by the name 
Dashavatara Ata or Bayalata. Ata in Kannada means play. The play begins with a prologue called ‘Sabhalakshana’. 
By the time ‘Sabhalakshana’ comes to an end, the village audience would all have gathered and it is time to start the 
‘Prasanga’. The performance continues till the break of dawn. The stage is constructed in an open area like paddy 
field or temple yard and is a place easily accessible to all. This stage is called as ‘Rangasthala’. 

Behind the stage is a raised bench, or a table or two, are placed for the ‘Bhagavata’ and his accompanists called 
‘Himmela’. At the right hand corner sits the man who plays ‘Chende’. Chende is a high-strung drum played with 
two sticks and can be heard from a great distance. A drummer giving a vibrant background to the entire show also 
plays another drum known a ‘Maddale’. 
In Yakshagana, it has been the custom from time immemorial, for the males to play both male and female roles. The 
Bhagavata is an anchorperson of Yakshagana performance; traditionally he is a leader of the troupe. He is also 
responsible for discipline, control among the artists and guides the artists about the script or Prasanga, the 



background story and the role of each character and their responsibilities.  
Kola – Ritual Theatre: The Tulu speaking people of South Kanara have 
preserved their distinct culture, language and social values which can be 
widely seen even today. The folk rituals and beliefs reflect the socio-
economic order, artistic values and culture connected to the ancient society. 
The ‘Bhotha Kola’ or the spirit worship is an important socio cultural 
phenomenon of South Kanara. As a possession cult and folk ritualistic theatre 
it is to be viewed as a complex system of rituals and beliefs, music and 
narratives, dance and dialogues, social gatherings and entertainment, 
miraculous healing of physical and mental disorders and setting of disputes 
and quarrels all rolled into one.  

 

‘Bhotha’ is a Sanskrit term signifying the elements of nature earth, water, 
fire, air and space. It also means the unseen spirit. With this in mind people 
began worshipping, a practice known as ‘Bhoothaaradhane’. It is not just an 
elaborate ritual but is also a rich form of visual and performing arts, which is 
associated with this cult. The spectacular dance by the priest-impersonator 
possessed by the spirit wearing gorgeous costumes, masks, making awe 
inspiring cries and performing miracles and heroic feats and delivering the 
message of the divine spirit, curing disease and settling village disputes – all 
these leave a lasting impression on the spectators. It is believed that 
‘Bhootha’ or the spirit treats human beings as their foster children and act as a 
bridge between human beings and God. In return they expect their devotion 
and customary offerings.  

The origin of this cult can be traced to the concepts of totemism and ancestor 
worship. Some spirits are of animistic origin while certain others are the 
legendary heroes or other historical figures, which met with tragic death and 
hence attained divinity.  

Spirits like Panjurli, Pilichandi and Nandigone indicate their totemistic origin from pig, tiger and bull. Jumadi, 
Mariamma etc. are connected with puranic deities. Jumadi is considered half male and half female. There are also 
certain other spirits of native origin like ‘Koti Chennaya’, ‘Kalkuda’ Bobbarya and ‘kordabbu’ etc. ‘guliga’ and 
Chaundi’ are ferocious spirits and in the ceremonies associated with them, sucking of live blood from chicken may 
be observed. There are about four to five hundred spirits, but only twenty-five are more popular and worshipped in 
all parts of South Kanara. Other spirits are worshipped by certain individual families or in certain regions in a 
modest way. 

Pad-danas - Oral epics: Narrated in Tulu language, Pad-danas refer to historical 
and mythological events of the region at different periods, thereby serving a 
useful source of information to a historian. Pad-danas are narrated in ballad-loke 
folk epics of varying length. These ballads, which were handed over through oral 
traditions, are especially sung especially by the community of impersonators 
together with the rhythmic beats of a small drum known as ‘tembare’. 

The folk form and music in the ritual art of Bhoothakola is very prominent and 
contribute significantly to the cultural edifice of folk arts. The impersonators are 
born singers and they inherit the knowledge of melody and rhythm and undergo 
training in voice culture with their parents. The Pad-danas are sung in high 
octave in front of the image of the spirit. Musicians form an integral part of the 
whole ritualistic performance. Only men act as spirit impersonators even in the 
case of female spirits.  

Nagaaradhane – Serpent Worship: In coastal Karnataka, both Tulu speaking areas as well as Kannada speaking 
areas, Serpent worship is performed with great pomp and reverence. The propitiation of serpent is believed to give 
them wealth, health and offspring’s. Stone slabs with figures of serpents carved on them are installed and 
worshipped in a bush, or under a tree. 



Apart from the periodical worship of these serpent stones, the devotees also 
arrange for a big ritual called ‘Nagamandala’, to fulfill their vows, to obtain 
desired boons and for the welfare of the community. A representation of serpent 
spirit is made on the floor by using powders of different colors. These colors are 
made from indigenous objects such as dried leaves, saffron and rice powder etc. 
The picture of the serpent will represent several hoods in odd numbers along 
with wavy movements of the serpent body. This ceremony beginning at around 
9.00pm lasts throughout the night. The two important characters in the ballet like 
dance drama are the ‘Nagapaatri’ possessed by the serpent spirit and the other in 
the role of serpent maiden ‘ Nagakannike’. The craftsmanship involved in deep 
and fascinating color combination of the madala design, the terrific as well as 
graceful dance drama of the Naga artists accompanied by music, final oracle and 
divine message create a lasting impression on the minds of the devotees. 

  

  

 

The people of South Kanara are essentially religious and their life is sanctified with various religious practices. As 
such we see many temples dating back to centuries, to the present day shrines. 

 

Kukke Subramanya Temple: Amidst the greenery spread by the forest, 
mountains and land irrigated by the river Kumaradhara, lies the sacred temple of 
the Lord Kukke Subramanya. This temple is now easily accessible through 
buses, Taxis and Maxi cabs. This temple is situated on the banks of River 
Kumaradhara, which originates in the Kumara Mountains is also a delight to 
watch. In this large temples interior lie sacred idols of various Gods and 
beautiful statues of Lord Subramanya, the main deity of the temple. About a 
furlong from the main temple lies Adi Subramanya, another temple to visit. A 
bath in the Kumaradhara River, which flows between these two temples, is 
considered very sacred. 
 
Location: This temple is located 104 Kms. away from Mangalore and 40 Kms. 
From Sullia. 

Kateel Durga Parameshwari Temple: Kateel – which means ‘waist of the River’, lends its name to the famed 
Kateel Durga Parameshwari Temple. The chief deity here is in the form of an Udhbava (naturally found) Linga. The 
pillars of the temple bear beautiful sculptures. 
Location: This temple is located 28 Kms. east of Mangalore, located on an island of Nandini river. 
Mahalingeshwara Temple: Sri Mahalingeshwara temple is the oldest temple in Puttur. It has an inscribed slab of 
the time of Vijayanagara King Pratap Devaraya dated in the Shaka year 1353. Every year from April 10th to April 
19th Jatra (Temple Fest) is celebrated with Rathotsava (Chariot Fest) and Lakshadeepotsava being special 
attractions. 
Location: This temple is located 50 Kms. south-east of Mangalore in Puttur. 
Dharamasthala Manjunatha Temple: The Manujunatha Temple is a 
prominent Shaivaite center that has Madhwa Vaishnavaite priests and is 
administered by hereditary Jain family known as Heggades. Every person 
who visits this temple here is welcomed and given a free meal with 03 days 
lodging. The Jain influence can be seen in the 39 feet statue of Bahubali 
erected in 1980 on a hill near the temple. A vintage Manjusha Museum, 
opposite to the temple houses a wide range of objects including ancient 
scripts on Palm leaves, silver jewelleries and religious statuary etc. During 
the annual festival ‘Laksha Deepotsava’ held in November – December, one-
lakh lamps are lit and various religious activities are celebrated. 
Location: Sri Manjunatha temple is located 75 Kms. east of Mangalore in 
Dharmasthala, Belthangady taluk. 

 



Karinjeshwara Temple, Bantwala: This temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and Parvathi. The temple stands high 
on the hill amidst beautiful surroundings. The view of the lake below the hill will certainly cool one’s eyes. Every 
year in months of February – March, Shivaratri, the festival of Lord Shiva is celebrated here with much festivity, 
which attracts large masses of people. 
Location: This place is located 32 Km. away from Mangalore city in Bantwal Taluk. 
Nara Hari Betta, Bantwal: This Shiva temple is also historically known as a place where Nara and Hari, 
incarnations of Lord Vishnu were supposed to have performed the penance. This hill top temple is also known for its 
lyrical ponds, which are in the shape of Shanka (Conch), Chakra (Wheel), Gadha (Heavy Weapon) and Padma 
(Lotus), the weapons of Vishnu. Taking a holy dip in these ponds on the day of Karthik Somvar is considered to be 
sacred according to the Hindu mythology. 
Location: It is situated 25 Kms. from Mangalore in Bantwal. 
Mangala Devi Temple: King Kundavarma built this eponymous temple from 
which Mangalore city draws its name as a mark of piety on the advice of two 
Nepali sages in 10th century. On the Nine days of Navaratri or Dasara in 
October, this temple comes alive in a grand celebration of the Devi. The 
paravathi poja in the temple draws a lot of aspiring girls who seek divine 
intervention in their search for ideal mates. 

Location: This temple is located just 3 Kms. away from the city center. 

 

 

Kadri Manjunatha temple:  Kadri Manjunatha Temple dating back to 1068 
A.D is the oldest Shiva temple in peninsular India. It commemorates the 
legend of Parashurama. The caves atop on the Kadri hills on which the temple 
is situated are popularly known as the ‘Caves of Pandavas’. The salient 
feature of this temple is the ever-flowing water from the ‘Gomukha’ meaning 
from the mouth of Cow’s idol. Padmanatha Lokeshwara a bronze statue 
within the temple is among the oldest bronze sculptures in the country. 
Statues of Buddha and Lokeshwara adorn the temple as well. 

Lokeshwara at Kadri  – The best Bronze in the country belonging to the 9th 
century, installed by the Alupa King Kundavarma. 

Location: This temple is located about 5 Kms. from the heart of Mangalore 
city. 

Gokarnanath Temple: Sri Narayan Guru constructed this temple in 1912. In 
1991, the temple was renovated in the Chola style from its earlier Kerala 
style. Navaratri Utsava (Holy Nine Nights) during the Dasara is famous 
annual festival of this temple. The 9th day, a grand procession of Navadurga 
is very popular like Mysore Dasara. 

Location: This temple is situated at Kudroli, 3 Kms. To the North West of 
Mangalore City Railway Station. 

 



 

Thousand Pillar Basadi, Moodbidri: Important Pilgrim Center known, as 
‘Kashi of Jains’ is located in Moodbidri. These Jain Basadis were built between 
the 14th and 16th century. The Guru Basadi and Tribuvana Tilaka Choodamani 
Basadi are the architectural delights. Tribuvana Tilaka Choodamani Basadi is 
well known as ‘Thousand Pillar basadi. 
 
The pillars of this Basadi are thick set and solid in construction. They are 
normally around twelve feet in height and none of the pillars seem to be alike 
and are fantastically ornated. 

Location: This Jain Pilgrim center is located 35 Kms. North East of Mangalore 
in Modbidri. 

Bahubali, Venur: This 38 Feet high Monolithic Bahubali was built in the year 
1605 A.D, by an Ajila prince, Veera Thimanna Fourth. The town of Venur, on 
the south bank of the Gurupur River has 8 Basadis and the ruins of Mahadeva 
Temple. 
 
 This remarkable statue stands on a Stone plinth of two stages, placed on a 
platform 4 – 5 feet in height. The Ajila chief Vira Timmaraja erected it in 1604 
A.D. 

Location: 54 Kms. From Mangalore in Venur, Belthangady Taluk. 

 

 

 
Someshwara Beach: The most pristine and rocky beach facing the Kanara 
region is 13 Kms. south of Mangalore. The beach covering the sides of huge 
rock on which stands the Someshwara temple is Someshwaras main draw. 
The Sea is violent here but blue waters nibbling at your feet and the wind in 
your hair will be a veritable paradise. Try to avoid swimming in this beach. 

 

Ullal:  12 Kms. South of city center lies Ullal beach. The beach with a stretch 
of Coconut trees and the fishermen’s lane make it picturesque, creating a 
lovely coastal experience. The ruined fort of Abbakka Devi, Jain temples of 
16th century and Sayyed Mohammed Sharifulla Madani Darga are other 
attractions for tourists. 

 

Panambur: The most dazzling, aggressive and popular outing spot, 
Panambur beach attracts a large number of tourists during the summer 
vacation and holidays. This picturesque beach is situated on the Mangalore – 
Udupi highway and is around 13 Kms. from the heart of Mangalore city. This 
beach stretches all the way to Surathkal and one can have a view of the Light 
House and splendid ships sailing on the waves of Arabian Sea. 



 

Surathkal:  Surathkal beach is situated 20 Kms. away from Mangalore 
towards Udupi. This beautiful beach is among the cleanest bits of Coastline 
on the Karavali. Near the beach, the temple of Lord Sadashiva and the huge 
lighthouse on the rock overlooking the Arabian Sea are other tourist 
attractions. 

 

Sasihithlu: About 26 Kms. North from Mangalore is Sasihithlu beach, which 
offers an eyeful of natures bounty. The beautiful island of ‘Munda’ 
surrounded by Shambhave River and Nandini River on one side and Arabian 
Sea on the other, makes it a remarkable tourist spot. 

�

�

Other Places of Interest 
Birumale Betta, Puttur:  Birumale, a small hill 52 Kms. South East of Mangalore is a favorite picnic spot in Puttur. 
The children’s park and an open-air auditorium are the other attractions in this Nisargadhama. 
Bendre Theertha, Puttur: A natural Hot Water Spring on the banks of the river Seerehole is 65 Kms. South East of 
Mangalore and 15 Kms. From the prosperous trading center of Puttur. The word ‘Bendre Theertha’ in local ‘Tulu’ 
Language means Hot Holy Water. The Hot Water in the spring is believed to cure all types of Skin Diseases. 
Shreemanthi Bai Memorial Museum, Bejai, Mangalore: At Bejai Circle, V.R Mirajkar’s donation of a Bungalow 
and rare collections that the Doctor grouped together in several years is established into Shreemanthi Bai Memorial 
Government Museum. This Museum houses objects of Art, Archeology, Ethnology and Natural history. 
St. Aloysius Museum: Besides the St. Aloysius Chapel, a Museum has existed to preserve ancient objects. This 
museum comprises of old coins, currencies, the first arrived motorcar to Mangalore, old household wooden utensils, 
old radios etc. 
Tagore Park (P.V.S Park): In the hill near St. Aloysius college there stands an abandoned century old Light House 
over looking the Harbor and commanding magnificent view of the Sea. Earlier this Light House used to guide the 
Ships, Vessels and Fisherman towards the right direction. 
Pilikula Nisargadhama: Legend has it that there was a place in Dakshina Kannnada where tigers used to play. It is 
at this mythical spot that Pilikula Nisargadhama is situated. ‘Pilikula’ literally means ‘Pond of Tigers’ in Tulu and is 
located at Mudushedde, just 12 Kms. away from Mangalore-Karkala highway. Pilikula Nisargadhama is an 
integrated Nature Park that will offer delightful varieties of attractions to the Eco tourist and Nature lovers, perhaps 
the most comprehensive facility of its kind in the country. The 350 acres park located amidst thick tropical forest, 
offers a panoramic view to the aesthetic eyes. While the various Wild life Safaris promise the opportunity to observe 
the animals in their natural habitat, the botanical park will be a rare treat for those who love plants and flowers. For 
the Aquarium enthusiasts, the park will showcase a wild variety of marine and fresh water species. And for the 
casual visitors, there is plenty of recreation and amusement in store too, such as the cable car, musical fountain, the 
toy train, fast food eateries, boating, elephant rides, Manasa water and Amusement park, science museum etc. 
Balavana, Puttur: Dr. Shivaram Karanth Balavana is situated at Parladka, Puttur Taluk. Its scenically covered 
locations extend over an area of nearly 6 acres, surrounded by varieties of Trees in an undulating terrain. The great 
Kannada author and Jnanapeetha award winner Dr. Kota Shivaram Karanth, whose contributions towards the field 



of literature, dance, immortalized this place, drama and play are tremendous. He made this place his experimental 
ground for various activities and rightly named it as ‘Balavana’, which reflected his affection towards the children. 
Various attractions for the visitors in this place are: Swimming pool, which is short course International Standard 
Swimming pool; Children’s play area with number of short rides, slides, automated toys etc.; Children’s library 
especially stacked with collection of books written by Dr. Shivaram Karanth; a Museum dedicated to Dr. Shivaram 
Karanth and his works; an open air theatre with a seating capacity of around 2000 people. 
Kumara Hills, Sullia: Kumara hills is one of the highest hills in the Western Ghats and the river ‘Dhara’ originates 
here and gets its name ‘Kumaradhara’. A beautiful hill best known for trekking is always chosen by youngsters and 
students of surrounding districts. Its height is 4000 feet from the Sea level and has lush green vegetation and is also 
a heaven for various animals. The best time to visit is from February to May. It comprises three mountains – Bhatta 
Rashi, Siddha and Shesha. Guides are available on the spot to guide through the adventure. 
Kudremukh:  Trekker’s paradise, Kudremukh is 6,214 feet above Sea level and is located in the beautiful Malnad 
region just 95 Kms. South West of Chickmagalur bordering Dakshin Kannada district. There is a rich Flora and 
Fauna here waiting to be discovered, caves asking to be explored, ruins and traces of old civilization and inviting 
lovely unspoilt places to camp. The drive ends in the pretty town of Kudremukh, developed entirely by Kudremukh 
Iron Ore Company Limited (KIOCL). Other places of tourist interest in that region are – Kudremukh National Park, 
Hanumangundi falls, Gangamula and Lakya Dam. 
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